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24.03.17 - Update on Glenlivet Community Surgery 

A public meeting about Glenlivet Community Surgery will be held in Glenlivet Hall on 
Wednesday 29 March at 6.30pm.

This follows the previous meeting on 20 February when Chief Officer Pam Gowans, 
Head of Service for Primary Care Sean Coady and George McLean, the local 
Manager for Primary Care, met with members of the community.

They went over the local and national challenges of GP recruitment and the work 
which had been carried out to secure sustainable continuation of services at 
Glenlivet following the notification on 22 December 2016 of the retirement of Dr 
Derounian.

They put forward that securing a merger with another practice was the best way to 
ensure high quality, continuity of care. Mergers have been successfully completed 
across Grampian on a number of occasions with no significant issues resulting in the 
post-merger periods.  In many cases this has allowed access to a wider range of 
professionals and services less likely to be achieved in a single-handed GP practice.

It was also underlined that this position was not about saving money. The funding for 
the practice population is the same no matter who holds the contract.

The community expressed concern that a like-for-like option of finding a GP or even 
a couple of part-time GPs to take over Glenlivet Community Surgery had not been 
pursued.

Health and Social Care Moray agreed to advertise the business opportunity and 
worked with the Community Association to draw up an advert.

The advert was posted on NHS recruitment websites including NHS Grampian and 
North of Scotland Doctors on 24 February and boosted via wide-spread social 
media. This attracted some 3,000 ‘hits’.

A GP living in England who had expressed an interest in the Glenlivet practice was 
sent a briefing pack. No other informal enquires were received and by the closing 
date of 14 March no application had been received. Regretfully, therefore, the 
appointment of a like-for-like replacement has not proved possible.

Two practices which had previous expressed an interested in the Glenlivet contract 
presented their business cases to a Health and Social Care Moray panel. Both were 
advised no decision was being made until the outcome of the recruitment campaign.

Health and Social Care Moray feels strongly that having an established practice take 
on the contract is in the best long-term interests of patients.
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A recommendation on which business case presented the best opportunity to secure 
robust, high quality General Medical Services for the Glenlivet practice population 
was made by the panel to a meeting of the senior leadership team on 23 March. 

It took the decision to award the contract to Grantown on Spey Medical Practice.

The Grantown practice was advised of the decision following the meeting. 
Arrangements for taking on the contract will now be progressed.

General Medical Services will continue to be provided from the Glenlivet Medical 
Practice community building at Drumin. 

Medical and managerial representatives from the Grantown practice will be at the 
public meeting on Wednesday 29 March to both present their development plan to 
ensure the continuity of General Medical Services for the community and reassure 
patients about their commitment to the provision of services.

From 1 April 2017 short-term locum arrangements will be in place to ensure patients 
have continued access to General Medical Services following the retirement of Dr 
John Derounian.

For further information contact:

Fiona McPherson

Public Involvement Officer

Health & Social Care Moray

01343 567187

involvement@moray.gov.uk
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